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Date : 18th January 2019

Venue : Thiruvananthapuram Press Club

Occasion : Book release of a compilation of poetry, “Suryajyothis", penned by teacher-poet
Mallika Venukumar — a function attended by many renowned people including Prof. Dr. George
Onakkoor. A poem written by her, “Amma", was recited by her granddaughter in the beginning,
continued by her daughter and concluded by herself! A feast to watch for all who attended. An
elated Onakkoor sir praised the trio ... especially the daughter..

When a song written by the poet was composed by Sunil Pallipuram, and videographed, her
grandchildren acted as her kids and her daughter acted as her own younger self. This daughter
who acted as the mother through her dance and expressions is our Talented Banker today.

Gayathri Ajith
State Bank of India
Kottarakkara

Daughter of Venukumar who worked in the Provident Fund office and hailed from
Venjaramoodu and Mallika who was a teacher and belonged to Vembayam, she spent her
childhood and teenage years in the state capital. Gayathri and her elder sister Aswathi who is
presently working in Canada went to Arya Central school where studies and study-related
activities were given priority. Though interested in extracurricular activities, both sisters didn’t
get much chance to perform in the school. Still Gayathri pursued music for four to five years
from Anil Kumar sir.

Though she didn’t get the opportunity to dance, she participated in competitions held in English
and Hindi poetry recitation, speech and extempore, light music, devotional songs and patriotic
songs; and won numerous prizes for them too.

After her schooling, while all her peers appeared for medical and engineering entrance exams,
she chose to do graduation in Zoology. She got admission for Zoology though she preferred
English. In spite of her teachers valuing her English proficiency, some technical issues prevented
her from getting admission for the language. She was dejected at the time, but soon recovered,
her optimistic nature accepting the situation saying ‘all is well'.. and she got the long awaited



chance to perform in various cultural events including group dance during her graduation days
at Mar Ivanios college.

As she completed her post graduation in Biotechnology from Kottayam CMC College, she had
just one cherished dream.. to buy a gift each for her parents, out of her own earnings! Thinking
so, she went on to teach at a well-known coaching centre in Thiruvananthapuram. Thus the
darling baby of the loving parents grew to take responsibilities through this act. When her father
left unexpectedly without bidding farewell, amidst the grief, she kept feeling that her decision to
join there was right.

2010 saw her tying knot with Ajith who is presently working in Ireland. And she walked onto the
cradle of Kadhakali, Kottarakkara.

Then she donned the attire of a teacher —in Ezhukone S.N.G School and Puthoor Divine Public
school. After interview, both the schools posted her as an English teacher! During her free time
and on holidays she taught her favourite subjects Biochemistry and Biophysics at Valakom
Mercy College of Nursing, Kottarakkara Vijaya College of Nursing and Varkala Sivagiri College of
Nursing. Days when the craze for teaching engulfed her life..

During this period, cajoled by all, she prepared for appearing in bank tests. After reaching upto
the interview stage during the first attempt, Gayathri got a warm welcome to join the
Kottarakkara branch of SBT in her second try in the year 2013. She got transferred to Market
Jn.branch in 2017 where she still continues. Our Talented banker Sheeba madam has no words
to describe how talented Gayathri is. She claims that there is no other banker who is as smart,
encourages others to excel, loves and sacrifices for art and culture, and value the tenderness of
relationships, as Gayathri. Sheeba madam’s love for her reverberated in each word as she
narrated an incident during the last Sargotsavam when Gayathri got hurt in the leg but kept on
practising for the event and at last suffered due to it. She also explained that she was
encouraged to participate in every programme by Gayathri’s coaxing.

Gayathri was noticed by all when she recited her own mother’s poetry during the Aluva meet.
She is a great anchor too. She has anchored the annual day celebrations in all of the 24 years in
Navajyothi school owned by her mother. This might be a record in itself. More often than not,
the anchor of a programme naturally becomes the most charming part of it. The energy and
excitement still reflects in her wide eyes as she described how she would use new words and
phrases in her anchoring done during her young age.

She made the book release functions of her mother’s books, “Suryajyothis" and “Atmavinte
nombaram" a grand success through her spirited energy.

Even without any tutelage, she has danced to the tunes of many of our programmes.. many a
time accompanied by her little damsels Bhagyanidhi and Bhagyananda who demand for the
stage to themselves.

Her friends see her as a great source of enthusiasm and energy. This can be felt as we talk to her
too. She is known to encourage the talents in others too. She is learning music through online



classes alongside her daughters from Punalur Sreekumar. We look forward to seeing her dances
and other talents in our various programmes, and wish that her secret dream of “Language Lab"
may come true soon.



